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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

WASHINGTON STATE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

July 18 & 19, 2006 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Washington State Transportation Commission was called to order 

at 9 A.M., on July 18, 2006, in Room 1D2 of the Transportation Building in Olympia, 

Washington. 

 

Commissioners present at the meeting were:  Chair Ford, Ed Barnes, Bob Distler, Elmira 

Forner, Carol Moser, Dan O’Neal and Dale Stedman. 

 

Chair Ford introduced the Commission’s newest staff member Paul Marshall Parker, Senior 

Policy Analyst. 

 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Moser and seconded by Commissioner Barnes to approve 

the minutes of the May 16 & 17 regular meeting and May 24, 2006 local meeting in 

Richland.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

TRANSPORTATION INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM (TIPP) 

 

Jeff Doyle, Director, Transportation Innovative Partnerships (TIPP), provided an overview of 

the implementation of the TIPP rules.  He explained that there were necessary revisions to 

the rule based on public disclosure laws, design build authority and APA references that 

caused a delay in the CR 102 filing.  He moved on to briefly explain negotiated agreements 

process, the purpose of an expert review panel and how the process flows through the 

Commission to the Governor.  He noted that the legislative process requires several steps in 

the solicitation of public private partnerships. 

 

COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

Commissioner O’Neal announced that the Commission’s nominating committee put forward 

the nomination of Commissioner Forner to the position of Vice Chair. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner O’Neal and seconded Commissioner Stedman to elect 

Commissioner Forner as Commission Vice Chair.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS 

 

Commissioner O’Neal shared that the Rail Study First Interim Report is available on the 

Commission’s webpage at http://www.wstc.wa.gov/Rail/default.htm. 

 

Commissioner Ford announced that the Tolling Study is in its last steps before finalization. 

 

Commissioner Stedman shared that the WTP is in final draft and is ready to go public 

comment. 

 

Commissioner Distler explained that the ferry system’s expenses are growing at a rate that is 
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dramatically larger then what was expected because of increased fuel costs.  Last month the 

Commission took into consideration opening the WAC to enable the Tariff Policy Committee 

to consider alternatives, including a possible fuel surcharge, but direction from the Governor 

and the Legislature preferred that any action be deferred until copletion of the Joint 

Transportation Committee’s Ferry Finance Study, not underway.  He also noted that WSF is 

moving forward with acquisition of new vessels. 

 

Commissioner Moser shared her concern regarding the accuracy of data driven documents, 

especially the forecasting in the Rail Capacity Study. 

 

Commissioner O’Neal shared that the draft policy framework on the Rail Study will be heard 

in the next presentation. 

 

RAIL STUDY – OVERVIEW OF EMERGING DRAFT POLICY FRAMEWORK 

AND REAL – WORLD APPLICATIONS 

 

Michael Fischer, Project Manager, Cambridge Systematics, Inc., explained that statewide 

policy packages are alternative combinations of sector projects designed to advance some or 

all of the general and sector policies.  The freight and passenger rail transportation program’s 

projects and initiatives for the Rail Study are guided by several overarching policy 

statements.  The statements address the state’s broadest interests in the rail sector, and are 

meant to define the role of the state in the freight rail sector.  This presentation can be viewed 

at http://www.wstc.wa.gov/Rail/default.htm. 

 

FINAL REPORT ON HOOD CANAL GRAVING DOCK AUDIT 

 

Chair Ford noted in introducing the presentation that the Hood Canal Bridge/Port Angeles 

Graving Dock Project originated and was finally terminated while the Department still 

reported to the Commission.  Also Commissioner Forner was the Commission’s 

representative to the Transportation Performance Audit Board (TPAB).  Therefore it is 

appropriate for the Commission to have closure on the matter with this presentation. 

 

Commissioner Forner explained that as a Commission member of  the TPAB she wishes to 

express that this audit may or may not represent the Department’s relationship with other 

tribes in the state. 

 

Valerie Whitener, Research Analyst, Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee 

(JLARC), opened the presentation by outlining the scope of work of the audit as directed by 

the TPAB.  She noted that the audit was constrained from fulfilling one of the study 

objectives resulting from the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe filing a law suit and withdrawing 

from the interview process.  The audit team had one meeting with the tribe and access to 

previously existing project records.  The TPAB decided to continue the project, recognizing 

limitations on addressing one study objective. 

 

Keenan Konopaski, JLARC Audit Coordinator, provided a high level review of the activities 

and key events from October 1997 through December 2004.  The report can be found at 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/accountability/hcbgravingdock/. 
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Curtis Hudak, Project Consultant, stepped through the objectives of site selection criteria and 

project schedules. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

Secretary MacDonald briefly commented on the status of the Department’s project delivery 

program, noting that there are several key projects underway around the state.  He 

emphasized that it’s important to recognize projects that have been completed as well as 

those underway. 

 

Paula Hammond, Chief of Staff, WSDOT, provided an overview of the Department’s various 

activities. 

 

SUBMITTAL OF DRAFT WTP AND REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO RELEASE 

FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

Commissioner Stedman, WTP Team Chair, opened the presentation with a brief recap of the 

project explaining that there has been extensive outreach and public involvement around the 

state.  The presentation will close with the Commission’s consideration of Resolution 

Number 680 adopting the draft version of the Washington Transportation Plan’s release to 

public review and comment. 

 

Brian Smith, Director, Strategic Planning & Programming, WSDOT, provided a brief 

overview of the WTP update process, noting that the plan update has taken a strategic 

approach that recognizes the transportation needs in the state. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner O’Neal and seconded by Commissioner Stedman to adopt 

Resolution Number 680 approving the release of the public comment draft of the 

Washington Transportation Plan to public review and comment. 

 

Commissioner Distler moved that the last two paragraphs of Resolution 680 be amended to 

say:  now therefore be it resolved that the Washington State Transportation Commission 

does hereby authorize making available to the public the draft version of the 2007-2026 

update to the Washington Transportation Plan for comment. 

 

Due to lack of a second, the amendment failed. 

 

The original motion passed with Commissioner Distler abstaining. 

 

Chair Ford indicated that the draft must be adopted in order for it to be released to the public 

for comment. 

 

Judy Lorenzo, Statewide Policy Planning Manager, Strategic Planning & Programming, 

indicated that a press release will go out following today’s meeting that will provide contact 

information, outreach dates and locations.  The 2007-2026 WTP public comment draft can be 

found at: http://www.wstc.wa.gov/news/2006/06_0719Draft_WTPPlan.htm. 
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PUBLIC AND LEGISLATOR COMMENT PERIOD 

 

There were no public or legislators present for comment. 

 

 

The Commission meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m., on July 19, 2006. 
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